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Photo Voice Pro@ram

After receiving a Connecting Communities Grant from
Optus for a PhotoVoice Project, Steph and Sunny put
all the plans into place in order to head to Minyerri
before the rains started in late 2009.

PhotoVoice projects span four continents, assisting refugees, street
children, orphans, people affected by HIV/ AIDS and special needs groups
by encouraging them to share their story through taking photographs.
These photos are then generally exhibited in a variety of mediums as a
way to communicate and address serious issues faced by those who are
disadvantaged.

‘PhotoVoice involves enabling those who have traditionally been the PhotoVoice Exhibition
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their lives’ (www.photovoice.org.au). Open: Weekdays 7am-4pm &
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Facilitating a PhotoVoice project in Minyerri provided isolated and
disadvantaged youth with an opportunity to share what living in Minyerri
means to them through the medium of photography. It was also a way for
Desert2Surf to identify any felt needs within the community and address
these needs in future programs.

The project was a huge success. The joy the kids took in taking photos and
describing these in scrapbooks was incredibly moving. The underlying
theme in the photos taken was family — the most important thing in the
lives of these kids.

A collection of photographs will be exhibited in Melbourne as a way of
sharing these stories and to raise funds for Desert2Surf.

Desert2Surf crew and kids surfing
Anglesea 2009
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DEB OLIVER Co-Founder

Deb is a co-founder of the Desert2Surf Initiative. Returning to Melbourne
in 2006 after a teaching appointment in Minyerri, she was highly motivated
to maintain contact with the school and families and do something for the
kids which might ‘make a difference’. After talking with her partner, Robbo,
they shaped the Desert2Surf Initiative, which would build the capacity of
the kids from Minyerri through participation in outdoor experiences with
a focus on surfing.

They realized the idea really had potential when family members and
friends totally embraced the concept and joined in the planning. A pilot
trip ran in 2008 in conjunction with an exhibition of artists from Minyerri
and surrounding communities. Deb’s photographs of the Alawa land and
people featured in the exhibition.

D2S BIO

As well as taking photographs of the natural world and its people,
and doing her job as a health and physical education teacher, Deb liaises
with the Minyerri parents, works on the Desert2Surf website and manages
the Initiative’s administration. She participates in all the Desert2Surf trips
and her personal goal is to progress from surfing the shories to surfing the
breakers.

MEMBERSHIP

$25 - BODY BOARD MEMBERSHIP
Gets you invited to our members only events & the good karma from supporting something inspiring

$50 - LONG BOARD MEMBERSHIP
Invites you to enjoy our members only festivities and a D2S t-shirt to showcase your generous side

$100- BIG KAHUNA MEMBERSHIP
Not only will your karma reign supreme, but you will receive invites to all members only events,
a t-shirt AND a surfing lesson with one of D2S’s wonderful supporters.
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